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Selection Structure





last update:  20.9.2010
· Men’s Team selection will be undertaken by the Men’s Selection Panel comprising of the Men’s Club Captain, the Lead Coach and all other Men’s Team Captains. 
· Ladies Team selection will be undertaken by the Ladies Selection Panel comprising of Ladies Club Captain, the Lead Coach and all other Ladies Team Captains. 
Selection aims
· On behalf of Sonning Hockey Club, it is the duty of the Selection Panels to construct, with the players available, the most balanced teams, playing the best standard of Hockey that they can. Selection will be based on merit given the requirements of the Club, the individual Teams, and the development of talent. 

· The Selection Panel will endeavour to be as fair and reasonable as possible, without compromising what it considers to be best for the Club and the Teams. It is important that Members recognise that if they are asked to move up or down a team it is intended to be in the best interest of the Club. 
· Competition for places is welcomed as a tonic to the Club, and should inspire players to seek to improve their fitness levels and attend training regularly. It is reasonable for the Club to expect everyone to want to make selection into a team, and to expect everyone to endeavour to make selection into a team.

· It is reasonable for the Club to promote the development of committed young players and to see their inclusion into appropriate teams.

Availability

It should be recognised that Availability and Selection are not the same thing. Selection procedure can only begin once accurate information regarding player availability is gathered.

Members will be required to inform The Club as a whole (not just an individual Captain) of their availability. This should be done using the Availability feature on the Sonning H.C. website, which can be found within the Members Area (Men’s or Ladies list). It is the responsibility of each individual player to ensure his / her information is kept up to date. 
Status may be listed as Available, Unavailable or Injured. A blank entry will be regarded as unavailable. It is NOT expected of Captains to pursue individual players to establish their availability.

Players are advised that failure to confirm availability through this medium, and in a timely manner, may mean that an individual player risks missing out on selection for their regular team, or perhaps at all, on that date.
The Selection Panel may choose to accept an alternative mode of communication in extenuating circumstances.


Selection Procedure

· The Selection Panels will meet (or otherwise liaise) in line with the requirements indicated by the Club in consultation with the Lead Coaches.
· Team Selection will be drawn from the collated information on Member Availability displayed on the Club website. Selection will be decided from the 1st X1 Teams downwards. It is expected of players to acknowledge the need for the Club to put the requirements of its highest teams first. Quality of selection within Higher teams should not be compromised to assist lower teams, in line with League directives.
· It is intended to confirm Team Selections by predetermined deadlines. Team Selection confirmation will be posted as Team Sheets on the Web site. It is recognised that occasionally changes within teams may be required at short notice due to unforeseen circumstances (e.g. illness / injury). These changes will he handled by members of the Selection Panel and will be communicated with the individuals involved directly.

· It is the Clubs intention to take, whenever possible, a predetermined number of players to each game as a squad for each team.
	Men’s Team
	Squad number
	Selection Post deadline: 

	Men’s 1st  X1
	14
	Sunday Evening

	Men’s 2nd X1
	14
	Sunday Evening

	Men’s 3rd X1
	14
	Monday Morning

	Men’s 4th X1
	13
	Monday Evening

	Men’s 5th X1
	13
	Tuesday Evening

	Men’s 6th X1
	13
	Wednesday Evening

	
	
	

	Ladies Team
	Squad number
	Selection Post deadline: 

	Ladies 1st  X1
	14
	Tuesday Evening

	Ladies 2nd X1
	14
	Tuesday Evening

	Ladies 3rd X1
	13
	Tuesday Evening

	Ladies 4th X1
	13
	Wednesday Evening

	Ladies 5th X1
(Vets)
	13
	Wednesday Evening


Creation of New / Additional teams.

As the Club grows it may be necessary to create a new team. This can only happen once the number of players demanding hockey EVERY WEEK reaches a critical number to make the new team viable and sustainable. Until this critical threshold is reached, each team may be asked to take a larger squad along to matches.

Accurate information expressed on the Member Availability section of the website will be used to ascertain the feasibility of creating a new team.
Sonning H.C. Selection Criteria / Guidelines.

Paid up membership (within the guidelines set by the Club Treasurer) and up to date Match fees are a pre-requisite to Selection.

Selection will be based on the following criteria. Club Requirements indicated must be satisfied. The Player Attributes highlighted in bold type are of particular importance to selection, especially for higher teams. The remaining Player Attributes are listed in no particular order, but are considered as a blend in the best interest of the Club and the Teams. 

CLUB REQUIREMENTS

· Paid up Membership

· Up to date match Fees

· The best interests of the Club

PLAYER ATTRIBUTES

· Commitment to availability on Saturdays (as expressed on the Availability section of the Sonning H.C. website)

· Attendance and effort at training.

· Prompt/ pro-active/ reliable communication as requested by Club or Captains.

· Punctuality.

· Fitness and pace.

· Experience and Skills.

· Enthusiasm and positive attitude.

· Willingness to learn, be flexible, and to adapt.

· Position the team requires filling. (i.e. best players for any chosen system.)

· Potential to develop / improve.
· Discipline- in terms of playing ability, and also respect for the umpires, the opposition and team mates. 

N.B.- All players are expected to conduct themselves on and off the pitch as ambassadors for Sonning H.C. Consult the S.H.C. Discipline procedure.
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